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1 country: COLOMBIA 8. REPORT NUMBER: 25X1
2. sussect: Report on Guajira Peninsula (U) s DATE OF REPORT: 17 February 1971 o} ‘
| 10. NO. OF PAGES: 1 l
3. ISC NUMBER: 1%. REFERENCES: DIRM 1B <
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25X1
«. DATEOF iNFoRMATION: 21 = 28 Dec 1970 12. ORIGINATOR: .
5. PLACE AND DATE OF AcQ: Bogota, COLOMBIA 13. PREPARED BY: ;
’ 15 Feb 71
6. EVALUATION: sOURCE__L___INFORMATION___z_
1a. APPROVING AUTHORIT
7. source: Prime source unidentified
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| VENBZUELA /COT.OMBTA 25X1

15. SUMMARY:
(C/NFD) This report forwards a trip report made by a member of the British

(Leave Blank)

Embassy, probably located in Bogota, but not identified by Commander CORNER. 0 u./i
CORNER accepts information as being accurate, especially as far as military .
dispositions are concerned. Of interest is the reported strer;gth of 2,000 troops X o
in Fonseca, base of Cavalry Group (Squa.dron) Rondon, and 700;"‘;rdops‘;in Maicao A\

(1122N-7215W) and 300 in Uribia (1143N-7215W). Report of establishment of an

army base at Riohacha (1132N-7254W) tends to confirm previoué reports of intent b
to use this location as aerial resupply port. . A 09 g2
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"2, IUilitary presence. I spent two nighis in the
. army:parracks at Bucnavista (near the village of

, Loth sccmed very much inclined o pluy down the

. that the garrison there had recently hcen tolstercd

3(e)
3103

A PRIVATE VISIT TO Tiii GUAJIRA 21-28 LiCinliR L4570

1. Description. The terrain is largcly colposcd
of lou=-iying arid land witih a thin sprinkling of
cactus, chrubs and simall trcco, Lpart from thc one
paved road (Rio lacha = i.ulcno), communications are
confincd to rough descrt tracks, often rendered
impassable aftcr rain. Yhe land is however by nKo
means sterlle, and comc arcas yicld good crope of
cotton and naize and others cupport verarkaoly
hcalthy-looking cattle., Sucre arc only two ccntirces
of populution of any size, kio ilacha, a scedy town
“aich is now the ad:sinigstrative capital of the ncwly-
ercated Gepartuent, and iaicao, vhich has in the
last vecade imushrooned fron “suetlito” size, tnanks
to its lifc=tlood, = contrabond. Yhc ropulation is
mixcd., South of a linc kio lacha-iiaicco there is a

‘strong negro admixture, and tne majority of the

people are mulatio oOr nestizo. .orth of the Rio

Hachoeliaicao line (the arca usually teracd Alta

cuajira) the Guajira Indion strain predominates, and
there are rcckoncd to be some 40,000 tribval Indians

there., The coastal villages however contain 2 .con=-

siderable amount of negro blood.

Fonseca) in the southern part of the Guajira., <his
is the Colomwbian military headguarters for tnc vihole
area, I was t0ld (not by the milivary thensclves)

up to a strength of 2,000 men and taoltheir weanod
had beon improved; that there were .a furticr 700"
men in o canmp just outside ilaicao; and 300 pmore in
Urivia, the lorumer copital of +the Cuajirs, situsted
in the middle of tie Alta Guajiras. I also noticed
a provisional army fase being set uwp in Rio iacnae

3, I spoke to. boti Coloncl Suarez, the Co.onber of .
tiic Ducnavista barracks, and his scecondein=-comian
Lajor Dcdoya atout tie situation vis=X-vis Venczuclae

seriousnces of the situntion, aad clmost totally
discountcd the possitility or nostiliuies vetueen
the two countrics. Ionetheless, they saild, Coloxzkia
oust te scen to be in a state of preparcdnesse  In
conversation with ilajor Ledoya 1t soon Tecane agpale
ent that ke «id not wcally wnderstand vhat the
dispute between the itwo countrics inwdved. Iic was
under ihe impreccion that it was & ¢u.stion of - _
Colombia's wishing to extend hor territoricld watcrs
to 200 milcs. On 20 Deccuber as I lcft tiac Guajira
from Rio Hocha, Colonel Suarcz met General Cvalle-
at the airporte &s Commander of the Sccond Lrigade
in Darrancuilla, Goneral Ovalle has overall cozzand
in the Guajira. : :
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L, Alta Guadira, flere arc two scmcvhat unnre=
o ‘dietablo factors in the Alta Guajira (the arca wilch
. - *.4s contiguous with the disputed continentsl chelljs
“¢he Indiono and the contrabond. Both of these could
. possidbly be exploited by the Venczuclane 3 1a
Rupununi.

< 5e Although the Guajire Indians arc Guajiros first
“and Colombiang second, they have been very much '
more ascimilated into the lifc of Colombiu then
trival Indicnc in uther parts of the country cf; tuose
of thc Choc8, Vaupés, /Jazonat, Putunoyo and Sicrra
dc Perijf. <Yhey almost all spcolk at lcact some
Spanish, and moct of %hem participate in somT way or
_olher in Catholic Christiznity (the Indian fraves
outside: the wponcherias® arc always tonped by CrosScet)e
Onec chudefl I spoke to in the Alta Guajira, viao Vas clco
a deputy to the Cuajira asceubly, encrgetically
‘rejected ny sugestion that it might not matler to
the Indions whether they were Coloixbians or Venczuclanse
. . .He said that his pcople uere Colombians and that_iney Lo
.= Gerived a certuin satisfaction from this fact, although
_he went on to complain of. the decsperate laci .of
medical and cducational facilities in the arca., Iis
prognostication on the dispute with Venezucla was
. "perro que 1adra no muerde”. :

- 6, One is forecver veing reminded of the proxinily of
Venezucla. Kost of the vehicles in the Alta Cuajira
carry Venezuelan number plates. Transistor radios ceem .
to be tuned to Radio Mapacaibo more often than Nn0%e '
And I was told by & Capuchin priest who hod worked in
+the area for sone r£iftcen years that tne Indians wvere
continuously crossing the Trontier. Lany of them nod
o ucedulas® of both co nirics. He ecstimatcd that every -
w month some 1,000 Indians crossed into Venezucla 1o
S work &as labourcrs in vulia. .This is prokably
e exaggeratedy but there are certainly many Guajiros in
the laracaibo region toking adjantage of thc higner
wages. 4nd, vhile in the alta Fuajira, I was )
rep¥eatedly acked whether I had been to Haracaibo, and ,
nover if I had been 1o Santa Ldpta. With this to=-ing ~
and fro=-ing the Venezuelans night sce good conditions
" for the creation of a £ifth columne

T The smugcling is & constant source of instavbility
in the arca, as Wwag 8sccn in mid-Deccwber, when the s
. 4nhabitants of raicao,  Who 1ive almost exclusively
- off contraband, peacted violenily to the Colombian
 authorities' attcmpt to put customs lcgislation into
" efiect., JFor many ycars the two=-way iliicit tralfic
of poods betwecen Colombia and Venezucla and betveen
Colonbia and Aruba has stood as & challenge to the
Colonbians' ability to police their own territoly.
Andé cven now tiicre seerd to be a remariuble abscnce
of policec or military orescerncc in tho Alta Guajirse
The ease with which the weontrabandistas® cone and,
. go could aleo ve secen by the Venczuelans as an
javitation to subversions .
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